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[Abstract] Objective To analyze the diagnostic value of interferon vy —release assay (IGRA) in different
age groups of patients with tuberculosis. Methods The 208 suspected tuberculosis patients hospitalized in
Wuwei Academy of Medical Scienses from January 2018 to June 2019 were selected as research objects. According
to age, the patients were divided into young group (18-44 years old, 70 cases), middle—aged group (45-59 years
old, 50 cases) and old group (=60 years old, 88 cases). After admission, all the patients were tested for IGRA and
other relevant auxiliary inspection were performed. The results of IGRA and diagnosis of each group were compared,
and the results of IGRA in patients with tuberculosis infection in different age groups were analyzed. Results In
young, middle—aged and old groups, the sensitivity was 96.88%, 89.47% and 73.44%, the specificity was 50.00%,
75.00% and 83.33%, the accuracy was 92.85%, 86.00% and 76.14%, the positive predictive value was 95.38%,
91.89% and 92.16%, and the negative predictive value was 60.00%, 69.23% and 54.05%, respectively. The
sensitivity of IGRA in young group was significantly higher than those in middle—aged and old groups [96.88% (62/64)
vs. 89.47% (34/38), 73.44% (47/64), both P < 0.05]. Conclusion IGRA has a good auxiliary diagnostic value for
young patients with tuberculosis, but its diagnostic efficacy for middle—aged and old patents is relatively low.
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